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October 24, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
Room §14 :

1919 M Btreet, NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Honorable Reed E. Hundt:
We at Barnett are concerned about the possibility of losing our local ABC affiliats,

As you are aware, WW8B, Channe! 40 has recently been informed that their 23-year

affiliation with ABC has beeny terminated as of April, 1995. In essence, this n

means Sarasota, Bradenton and Venice will have no local television station.' Rather, our

citisens will rely solely on apillover news from the Tampa markat, At present, none of

813 Tampa telavision stations producs or cover local news for Sarasota, Bradenton or
enice,

This declsion has far reaching effects. No longer will local news, weather, ‘sports, public
affairs and community events be afforded the same goverage we now enjoy.’ WWSB,
Channel 40 I8 an in part of our eémmunity. They cover the issuas and events that
affect our lives. has been there to cover local busineas news and all of the
special events that bring a community together. Wa have all bancfited from the
knowledge, commitment and garing that WWSB has shown to our community,

' Floase help us kesp our community togsther,

ogrely, ~
}3& by Gl
RSA:sll ¢

cc: Donald P, Zslfang, Req.
Counadl for Saripps Moward Brosdeasting Company

8am Antar, Esq,
Counse!l for Capital Citiea/ABC, Ine,

v Stan Crumley
President & General Manager
WW$B, Chonnel 40 *



MANATEE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

P.0. 80X 319 + 222 . 10TH STREET WEST » BRADENTON, FLORIDA 34208-0321 - TELEPHONE (313) 748-3411

FAX (813) 748-1877

November 16, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hunde

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814, 1919 M §t. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr, Hundt,

I'm writing to you about a concern of the Manatee business community,
namely the fact that WWSB Channel 40, located in Sarasots, FL, has been
notified that ae of April 20d, 1995 it must stop carrying ABC network .
programming. We feel that the loss of this network affiliation will limit the
station's ability to provide local news, weather, sports, public sffairs and
information on local community events and issues. :

This potential loss represents o significant concern for the Manasee business
community because it would: 1) impede the communticy's abilivy to respond .
in & timely fashion to emergency weather conditions; 2) diminish our ability -

to communicate in and with the local community of Manatee County; -

3) diminish our community's stature as a major market ares; and 4) ina.
practical sense, cause local television advertisers to. pay Tampa Bay regional

rates for a market of nearly three million viewers, rather than local rates fora -
market of one half million viewers. o

ANNA MARIA ¢ BRADENTON BEACH » HOLMES BEACH + LONGBOAT KEY - GRADENTON » PALMETTO



Manatee Chamber of Commerce
November 16, 1994

page 2

The Manatee Chamber of Commerce believes this is detrimental to the best
interest to Manatee County's business community. The Chamber opposes the
groposed action by ABC to end its affilistion with WW$B, Channel 40

ecause of the effect such action would have to this community's emergency
responsiveness and to serving the public's interest.

Sincerely,

%R}gm P. .Bmi % :

President

RPB/jb

cc.

Sam Antar, Esq.

Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC Inc.
77 W, 66 St,

New York, NY 10023

Donald P. Zeifang, Esq.

Counsel for Scripps Howard Broadeasting Co.

Baker & Hostetler

1050 Connecticut Ave. N.W. , .
Washington, D.C. 20036 |

Stan Crumley, President and General Manager
WWSB, Channel 40

5725 Lawton Dr,

Sarasota, FL 34233

David L. May, President

Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce
1819 Main St., Suite 240

Sarasota, FL 34236
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November 18, 1994

Honorable Reed B, Hundt

Chalrman

Federal Communications Commisslon
Room 814

1919 M. Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
On behalf of WWSB-TV Channel 40 and our local client base, I urge you to ensure that

TV-40 continues as the only local network affiliate. The elimination of our local affiuate o

would force the local advertlsers to pay higher Tampa TV metro rates for product
marketing.

This action would make the cost of TV advertising cost prohibitive to a Jarge share of

the local advertisers. Therefora, the effect on our local economy would be detrimental

?mt!he loss of these budgets, the loss of media vehicle ratings, the possible loss of jobs
50 on.

Linda Gross
Vige President/Maedia Director

LG:ds
c¢  Donald P. Zeifang, Esq.

Sam Antar, Bs
Stan Crumley , .-

MBMRED: AMEPOirAN ASCACIATION AR ANDVERTICING ACCENCIES
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THE PRIVATE BANK

BANKERS.INVESTMENYT COUNSRLLORE AND FIDUCIARIKS

BANKCF BOSTON FLORIDA

November 9, 1994

Honorablc Roed B, Hund:

Pederal Communications Commission
Rootn 814, 1919 M St N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20854

Doar Mr. Hundt:

I am writing to ¢ g nay concern aboul the decision to pormit the ABC Notwork (o discontinue network
programuaning on WSB. Chonnel 40 here in Savasola on April 2, 1995,

1 am convinced that this docislen is certainly. adverse to the interest of the Sarasota communl(y, for 8 number
of rcasons:

1) The loss of (he station's notwork amﬁa’ﬁon will groatly Litnit the ability to provide local news, weather,
spors, public alfhirs and information on local communily ovenis and issucs. The Sarasola markotplace is

“one of approxdmataly 300,000 viewors versus the Tampa Bay market which {s over an hour away ond which

Includes nearly thive milllon viewors.

2) Again, bocause of the 9128 of the rospective mackel rcas, Ielevision gdvertising rates for the Samsola
busincss comnmwunity will bo substantially higher to teach 2 markelplacs (Tampa Bay) which hag no relevance
10 their retail or businass markat arcs,

3) The logs of the offiliation would impedo the community’s ability o respond in a (Imely fashion to
cnergoncy wanther conditions, diminish the ability of the businoss comawnity (0 communicato with the loeal
markotplace, and would diminish our community's stature 8¢ a niajor markot area,

We hope that you will sarfously address this decision prior to the Apeli 2, 1993 cancollation date, Thank you
for your congideration.

Sincorely,

Richard P. Trumpler

Pracidant
RPT:INS0109

cet Sam Antar, Beq,, Counscl for Capital Citic/ABC Ine,
Donald P. Zeifhng, Esq., Counsel for Seripps Howard Broadeusting Co.
Stan Crumlay, President and General Manager, WWSB, Channel 40
David L. May, President, Greator Sarasola Chamiber of Conuneres

- =1



November 8, 1994

B Honorable Reed E. Hunt

Federal Communications Commission
i Room 814, 1919M St. N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

-~

I am writing you over my concern over the decision by the American Broadeoasting
Company (ABC) to end its network affiliation with our local ABC Television station,
WWSB Channel 40 in Sarasota, Florida,

o
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WWSB Channel 40 has served the Sarasota arca for the past 23 years as an independebtly
owned affiliate of ABC Television, I strongly oppose this action based on the following:

St PERAR-LE 7 DL N
PR SO tX 4 =

TN ’ This action by ABC is due to circumstances not related to Channel 40's,

P By outstanding service to this community but rather to complicated

Lo transactions by Soripps Howard and the major networks and their affiliates
_in several large markets around the country,

Ly . The loss of Channel 40's major network affiliation will significantly damage
=Py this oommumty by elumnaung the station's abllity to provide local '
f programming ranging from community emergeney preparedness to public
: .;“ service.
i E a‘ . I am concerned by this potentxal development because it impedes the
R community's abllity to respond in a timely fashion to emergency weather
AN conditions.

.U._E:ér'a- . This proposed action would severely impair the cornmunity's ability to

v communicate on local issues important to the public and damages an
institution that has supported a myriad of causes for the benefit of public
interest,

v It s inconcelvable that the public's information needs can be met from
Tampa because In-depth reporting and analysis of news, public affairs,
sports and weather relevant to Sarasota would be virtually eliminated.

Electro Corporation + 1845 57th Stiest » Sarascla Florlda + 34243-2206 + 813 3558411 + Fax 355-3120
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* ' Theloss of WWSB Channel 40's network affiliation would udversely alter
the sammunity's status as a fhajor market area, moving us ﬁ'om the ﬂations
153rd television market to completcly off the chart:

. This proposed action would reduce advertising options for Ioca.l buginess
seeking the Sarasota/Manatee macket because Tampa Bay regxonal l‘ates
would have to be paid, to reach their intended local audunée R

In conclusion, if this proposed action is approved, the people of Sarasota, Mmatee and
Venlee would be just as much served by CNN for local programming and emergency

j&\_ responsiveness as it would to be sorved by & Tampa station, :
= o
R ~n“- ’.' ! !
A ' :
LR Operations Manager : !

% GSS/pd
Y cc.  Sam Antar, Bsq. ;
Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC Inc. !

77 W, 66th St,
New York, NY 10023

Donald P. Zeifang, Esq
Counsel for Scripps Howard Broadeasting Co, i
Baker & Hostetler

1050 Connecticut Ave. N.W,
Washington, DC 20036

'
.z‘?

Stan Crumnley, President and General Manager ;
WWSB Channel 40 '
3728 Lawton Dr.

Sarasota, FL 34233

David L. May
Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce f
1819 Main St., Sulte 240 5 B
Sarasota, FL 34234 '
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TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY FLORIDA

INGORPORATED NGVEMOTR 14, 1085
A PETITION BY THE PEOPLE
OF LONGBOAT KEY, FLORIDA

IN SUPPORT OF ‘CONTINUED ABG NETWORK. APFILIATION .
FOR WWSB-TV, CHANNEL 4 0, SARASOTA-BRADENTON
R R A EEERERE

[ I I IR BN B N B sk k& % &8

For more than twanty ysars the citisens ei Longhout Klya
Plorida, leeated in both Manatea and Sarasota Counties, hve relied -
on talevision station WWSR and the American quadcqsti_x\! any to
provi a broad range of television services,' ine wding l:mv:‘.' v
Muc:uoml programiing, critical weathar infoxmatdon ' in . this
hurricans vulhezabls area, entertainment aad the coverage of woxld .
wcneui wany having oignitiemt_ importance to the citisans of this

:Yo !

The proposed elimination of tha affilation of the American -
Broadgasting any with WW8B would seriously damage our commuhaty
1ife reduun! the bila sexrvice ability of eolw;ugg station
a3 Lo br ocal and regional programming to the moxs than' 8000
parwanent residents of Lo at Key and the almese 13,000 sdaitiongl .
%g::gz:n who 1ive or visit this community in the £all’ and wintex

¢ .

publicmg ety and welfare of tha residants of Longboat who re

on WwiB for oriticel hurricane, sterm warnings weather
information. These can be no doubt that the lose of the affiliatioen
with the American sroadcaacing oo:;;w system will raduce tha amount

reduction of television service would nrlouplﬁ affect ti:; ‘
.
.

of gubua service WWSE wil s to provide, Ehus' putting ths
pecple of this community at xiek and depriving thes of the
telavipion sexvice thay have received fox more than two degades,

WE THE UNDERSIGNED RESIDRNTS OF LONGEOAT XEY PETITION TME
CAMGOWICATIONS COMMISSION TO INTERVENE AND FPROKIRIY THE
AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY PRON TRRNINATING XT8 .AFFILIATION WITK
TELEVISION STATION WWSB, SARASOTA, FLORIDA. ’

NAME ADDRESS
MAYOR ROBERT 0, FARBER, TOWN HALL, 801 BaytIsles Road, Longboat Key, FL 24228

-

- A A s -

TOi COMM{SSTONER RARGE SAGMAN, 501 BAY ISLES ROAD, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228 .

LI

OWN COMRISSIONER Al GREFN. JOWN HALL, BOL BAY ISLES ROAD, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

Wiey
m. (MM ONXR RAY M OiN HA 0] BAY JSLES ROAD, LONGBOAT KEY

LU KA AL AREN QUWN_HA 801 A4 ROAD ONGBDAT X | 34226
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RESOLUTION NQ. 95R-778

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY: OF
SARASOTA, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING THE
CONTINUED NETWORK AFFILIATION OF WWSB, CHANNEL. 40,
SERVING THE SARASOTA-BRADENTON AREA SINCE 1971, .
THE AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY (ABC); PRO VIDINGFOR
READING BY TITLE ONLY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFEC’I‘I‘VE ‘

DATE,

WHEREAS, WWSB, Chaonel 40, has been serving the Smsota—Bndenton area, since
1971 apd is the aole petwork affiliate licensed to Sarasota, Florida; and’

WEIEREAS WWSB, Channel 40, focuses ity news caverage excluslve!y on the
communjtles of Smsou, Bradenton, and Venice: and

WHEREAS, WWSB,.Channel 40, has adopted the credo of "LOCAL, LOCAL '
LOCAL" in its coverage of news, weather and sports; and '

WHEREAS, WWSB, Channel 40, has an Inexorable commitment to the residénts of
Sarasots to provide fast, accurate severs weather information and has deVeloped a0 emergeacy-

tested hurricane and tropical storm plan ready to be put into effect whenever sévers wt,ither }3 L
threatens; and :

WHEREAS, WWSB, Channel 40, has locatad its weather tower wall inJand and on the
highest point of land in Manatee county, allowing the best chances for continued o\}er alr"
broadeast throughout 2 major storm and lts aftermath; and . 2

WHEREAS WWSB, Cbannel 40, airs Public Service Anmouncements for the |

Sommunity’s events, projects and public awareniess concaring organizations md c.harltlel based .
in Sarasota; and

WHEREAS, WWSB, Channel 40, sponsors and supports over 65 community projecu
and special events; and ?

WHEREAS, WWSB, Channcl 40, has established a relationship and standing in the:
conununity through appearances of NBWS40 pecsonnel at over 120 local funcnons in the..
. capacity of speaker, host, ot contributor; and 3

WHEREAS, WWSB, Channcl 40, has devised, nustured and supported many Iocal .
projects, Including: the “Mayor s Feed the Hungry* campc{gn the *Holiday Toy Station," the
"Senior Service Guide," the "Hurricane Preparedness Checklist,” Hurricane Maps,  the.
"Hometown Bulletin Board," spotlighting not-for-profit organizations in Sarasola and Manatee %
Counties, "Jackson On The Town, * highlighting not-for-profit organizations' fund- nising evaiits,
the “Hometown Treasure® Series, focusing on a faclilty or organization unique tq the community’ ‘



and in tieed of help with membership or fund raising, and "Common Ground,” which chronicles
the conceras, triumphs and flavor of Sarasota’s African-Amecrican communlty. and

WHEREAS, loss of afillation with the Ameyican Broadcasting Company (ABC) would
result in the curtailment or elimination of many of these worthwhile community prograins 4nd
projects,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE cITY
OF SARASOTA, FLORIDA:

Segtion 1, The City Commision of the City of Sarasops, Florida,
acknowledges and appreclates the contributions made by WWSB, Channel 40,

Stetion 2, The City Commiseion of the City of Sarasots, Florida, recogrizes
the importance of a local television station affiliated with a national petwork,

" Sectlon 3, The City Commission of the Clty of Sarasom, Florida, encourages

and endorses the continued affiliation of WWSB, Channel 40, with the Amerlcan B;onclstlng
Company (ABC),

Section 4. The City Auditor and Clerk shall transmit a copy.of thls resolution
{0 the Chairman of the Fedenl Communications Commission and other mtomted pmies
Section &, This resolution shall take effect Lmediately upon qdopﬂon

ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of Sarasota, upon nadint by title only.
after posting on the bulletin board at City Hall for at least three (3) days prior ta the adoption.
as uthorized by the Charter of the City of Saxasota, this 7th day of Hgm!m 11994,

) 2 g; , '
Nora Patterson o :
MAYOR

LTI
L]




November 18, 1994

Room 814
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Mamwlisunrdwwsa(cmmw).mymwwgﬂon. lamvery -
concemed about the loss of its affifiation with the ABG network. The reasons formy - -

a) ATS:  Like many Florida communities, Sarasota, served by WWSB,
because of the coverage provided by WWEB. Each week durng the school
m.wss'#mmmmmmmmmdmmhmmm ‘

b) CULTURE AND CHARITY:Sarasota is also known for its cultural and
charitable actlyities which WWSB covers in a very professional manner..*Notonly
does it cover the national charity activities, such as the Jerry Lewis Telethon and the .
American Canger Soclety’s *Great American Smoke Out’, it also covers the local- -~
drives for charitable causes. [n many cases there is a cultural connection. with the
. Oharity, such as a Dance Showcase associated with the local cerebral palsy chapter.

This past weskend Sarasota had its fourth annual French Film Feetival, Withoutthe
WW%«MB.MIMMMWamHMMVem_WR :
has experienced. For the citizens of Sarasota it i an honor to have thelf city ~* ~
recognized as one of the thrée most well-known cities in Florida by the French
ciizenry. Our community has a number of affiuent retirees who support these fungtions
:gd;eimorﬂy,fnungmm:cﬁviﬁesbe given the local news covaraggthey

c) CRIME: In the recent election.campaigns much has been said about

fighting crime, WWSB is doling somithing about . They actively support “Crime.
- Stoppers” and show mug shots of those wanted by the polics, Since Crime Stoppers
give cash rewards for information about criminals, alring this section on TV activafes
participation by ts people to heip sotve crime in our community. This Is an imporjant -
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ervice provided by WWSB.

d) FINANCE: Another important service provided by WWSB Is the financial
_ report tg give our aMfluent psople an Insight into national and local business and -
| finacial afairs. 'Aithough 1 am not affiuent, | personally enjoy listening to th,is report to
: keep abreast of the financial news, :

¢) WEATHER: Right now | am listening to wind blow outside my window from
tropical storm .Gordon, For soma years now, Sarasota has been spared from the
devastating effects of a huricane. The importance of local weather informaticn is
. never needed “more badly than when a major storm Is approdching. WW8B has
- worked with the local w«w prepardness management team of Sarasdta to
+ praovide the information for hurricane prepardness, shelter logations, ete. | would l
! not rely on Infarmation as important as this from a TV station 80 miles away. They .
~ hava their own situation to consider.  When travelling, | personafly rely orn.the woather |
-~ informatin | obtain trom WWSB, 1 teel comfortable knowing what to anticipate on iy -
trips.

f) POLITICS Nationwide we recently had elections. | am proud of the fact that -
- in our community approximately 70% of citizens want to cast their ballots. WWSB ‘
. covered the pre-glection lssues thoroughly and provided us with the focal information -
. we needed for making informed ohoices. Our people do not want to obtain our local
. political news from a news team that spends a few hours in our area and then returns -
;Yo their atation in a distant city. Local news is best covered by local repoiters; They
~ know the people, places, and events. o

: g) STAFF INVOLVEMENT Members of the news cast team are seen being
- Involved in community alfairs. | have had 'the opportunity to participate in gome ot .
- these functions and enjoyad talking with them, It is a good feeling knowing their !
! partic?dpaﬁon adds to the community and helping others like myself to knéw what is .
oocurring, | “

I believe that much of what we presenty have will be diminished if the FCC -
permits ABC' to remove WWSB from its affiitation There Is much doubt in my mind
that a remote station can effectively provide the service needed In this area. 1also
believe that in the future, ABC would discover that dropping its affiliation with WWS8 |
was not in its own best interest. - ' ‘

Thank you for considering my concerns about WWSB.
Sincerely,

Jarmes E. Fountaing, Ph. D,
736 Searcy Ave.

Saragsota, FL 34237

FS. MEEFING Ricwneo S. #vo Bas V. A7 TWE Focwcre Fur FEST.
 STRONGLY Narivpras M@ T wRTaE Jwis LivreR. Z  woRe
- VrrasaiTaes  Far rancser 90% TEE ScrkT. W4



Robert G, Melzer
300 Venice Golf & Country Club Bivd,
Venice, Florida 34292

October 20, 1994

Honorable Reed E, Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
Room 814

1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt;

Asa mﬂdent of southem Sarasota County, | rely daily on WWSB, Channe!
40, for local ngws and programming. No other station in our viewing area
provides this coverage. No where else can we get timely information on local .
wo;thor (hurricanes and flooding), local politics, losal crime, and mfonncuon on
oultural events.

The proposed loss of ABC affiliation by this station will severely limit their
- abilities to provide local news and information. Thare is no other station in
Sarasota County to fili this gap.

| strongly urge the FCC to consider the merits of WWSB's appeal to retain
thelr ABC affiliation. As someone once sald, “If it ain't broke, don't fix it!"

Sincerely,

ROBERT G. MELZE



Mrs. G. Bouclis
Bay Village of Sarasota, inc.

8400 Vamo Road
Sarssota, FL. 34231
Oct. 18, 1984

Honorable Reed E. Hundt

Chalrman

Federal Communications Commission

Room 814

1018 M Street, NW

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Sir

| am writing to you to moet str prohetmepmposaddls-lfﬁhatlonofWWSB
cmwbymmcum;"nw

Mshmhwlsuo*ﬂmasut«msmlnmmm 8arasota

undVenioaareuothrldaomestmpoMmdLOCALand

regional news. wwaammmwmmmmymm

reaching Information on Civie, Weether and other important events oceurring In

this viewing area. mownmand-hﬂomtdbutemelrromoosandpersond

s‘m‘;mmm:ul\rloed  public interest meetings, spom.andduﬂhblgevents
sffect us

In addition to the abave; from a purely business aspect, it ia inconceivable that
mmmmmmulaMmm the ABC
network. Both the remaining ABC station - WTSP in St Petersburg and WFTS . -
-the Scripps Howard station in Tampa concentrate on Hillsborough, Pinellasand
Pasco counties; an area generally north of Tampa Bay, which is ‘
wmy.mmmmmmlywmmnmﬂof
the WWSB service area south of Tampa Bay.

Thank you,

Thre) raer fowstis

CC: See attached Distribution List

Page 1



THE FLORIDA SENATE
Tallahaseee, Florida 323991100
M;‘lﬂm{m Services,
Vios Cheirmen
mber 16, 1994 dﬂﬂﬂﬂniﬁmc
SENATOR JOHN McKAY November 16, o
20th District Puies and Colondwr
The Honorable Reed E. Bundt et -
Federal Communications Commission mm
Room 814, 1919 M. 8t., N.W. . Logistative Auditing

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Mr., Rundt,

As I am sure yoy are aware, WWSB, Channel 40 in Sarasota, Floric.la,
has been notified that as of April 2, 1995, it must stop carrying
ABC network programming. I am writing to express my concerns as to
the effact the end of this affiliation will have on our local
communities. Tha Suasotn{nradcnton business community is deeply
troubled with the potential loss for several reasons.

1) The community would be hindexed in =responding to
emergency weather conditions in a t.i.melg fashion;

2) Reduce our abllity to communicate {m and with the local
compunity of Sarasota and Manatea Counties;

3) Diginish our commuinities' stature as a major market area;
and,

4) Cause local television advextisers to pay Tampa Bay
regional rates for a market of neaxly three million
viewers, rather than local rates for a market of one-half
million viewexs.

In fact, it is inoonceivable that the public's information needs
can be met from Tampa because in-depth reporting and analysis of
news, public affairs, sperts and weather relevant to Sarasota/
Bradenton would be virtually eliminated. '

WWSB Channel 40 has benefitted the Sarasota/Bradenton market for 23
years as an independently owned affiliate of ABC Television,
grwid!.n outstanding national and locel programming and service.

Strongly oppose the proposed action by ABC to end its affiliation
with WWSB Channel 40.

8incerely,

ohn McKay

JM/cre

cct Donald P. Zeifang, Esq./Counsel for Scripps Howard
Sam Antar, Eeq./Counsel for Capital Cities/ABC Inc.

REPLY TO:
€3 2424 Manaten Avenue, Weat, Suite 101, Bradonion, Floride 34208 (813) 741.-3099
O 824 Sonate Offiod Bulding. Tallahasson, Floride 32399-1100 (904) 487-5078

PAT THOMAS . ANDER CRENSHAW JOE BAOWN WAYNE W, TQEDD, JR.



THE GREATER SARASOTA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Ostober 18, 1094
WWSB CHANNEL 40

WHEREAS WWSB Channel 40 has served the Ssrasola market for 23 yoars as an indepondently owned affijiate -
of ABC Television, providing natlonal and local programming and service for the Sarasota community, #nd |

WHEREAS ABC has notified Channel 40 thet its affiliation with the station will end April 2, 1995 and

WHEREAS this action {s due to ciroumstances nof related to Channel 40's outstanding service to this community
but rather to complicated transactions betwoon Scripps Howard and the major networks and thoir affilintes
in severa! large markets around the couniry, mnd .

WHEREAS loss of Channcl 40's mejor neiwork affiliation will significantly demage this com mumly by
dliminating the station’s ability to provide local programming ranging from comemunity emergoncy
preparednass to publio service, and -

WHRREAS tho business community is alascmed by this potential devolopmont becausa it impedes the oommunhy s
“ablility to respond in & timely fashion to emergency weather conditions, and S

WHEREAS this proposed action would scvorely impalr the community's ability to communicate on loeal lssues
important to the public and damoges an Mstitution that has supported a mynqd ofmnl for the bengfit of
the public interast, and -

WHEREAS 1t ls inconcslvable that the public's Information nesds ¢an be mot (rom Tampa beceuse in-depth
repml ! u\zd and :nalysh of news, public affuiss, sports and weather ralovant to Sarasote would be vlnually )
eliminated, an o

WHEREAS loss of network sffilistion would adversaly altor the community's atatug as a major market srea,
moving us from the nation’s 153rd television market to completely off the chart, and

WHEREAS on & pragmatic basis, this proposed action would roduce advertising options for local businas
* peeking the SumMecmukubmeW Bay regional rates would have to be paid ¥ reach their
Intended local audionce, and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce strongly oppom the
proposed action by ABC to end Its affiliation with WWSB Channel 40 bocausc of the delotorious affect such scion
would have to this community's emergency responstveness and fo serving the public intercst, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thet the Prasidont is directed to contact all members of the Chamber to solleit their
support for Channel 40 by asking them to communicate their displeasure of the pending action by ABC by conucttna .
the Federal Communications Commission, and :

FINALLY BE IT RESOLVED that the President ks directed to prepare and send a letter on behalf of the Chamber
to the Poderal Communimuons Commission conveying our concem on this matter, :

”

Yl

" Oeroser?. (8, (995
date




November 11, 1994 oauir ¢

Honorable Raed E. Hundt

Federal Communications Cormission
Room 814 1919 M St. N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20854

Honorable Hundt:

As a businessperson and resident of Sarasota County, it is ver
disheartening to hear that WWSB Channel 40 has been notified that its
affiliation with ABC will end April 2, 19985, Xt is my understanding
that this is not related to Channel 40'1 outstanding service to this
community for the past 23 years, but rather to complicated trans-
actions between Scripps Howard and the major networks and:

their affiliates {n several large markets around the country.

Should this come to fruition, it would ssverely:

1. Impede the community’s ability to respond in a timely tashion to
emergency weather conditions.. -

2. Dininish the community’s ability to coununicatc in and with the
local community of Barasota

3. Diminish the community’s staturxe as a major market area

4. And on the practical side, it will caise local television
advertisers to pay Tampa Bay regional rates for & market of nearly
three million viewers, rather than 1ocal rates for a maxkct of
one~half million viewers. ,

This issue is not to be taken lightly. When evaluating the potnntial
loss of this long time partnership,.take into consideration the
serious affect this will have on thc Sarasota ‘Community.

Wa would appreciate your review of this matter as we would very much
like to see ABC Yemain a part of Channel 40 and our community.

oo~

oseph R. Ferretti, $r. Vice President

Internal Operations

FLORIDA EMPLOYERS INSURANCE SERVICE CORPORATION
as Service Agent for

FCCI Self-Insurer’s Fund

JRE,
.’/‘q



HUMANE SOCETY OF SARASOTA COUNTY, INC.
November 1, 1994

Rumane Society of Sarasota County
2331 15th Street
Sarasota, FL 34237 |

Honorable Reed E. Bundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Room 814, 1919 M Street, NW
washington, D ¢ 20854

Dear Mr. Hundtg

On behalf of the board of directors of the Humane Soclety of
Sarasota County (HSSC) and the thousands of animals it sexrves each
vyear, I am writing to express our deep concern for the plight of wwes,
Channel 40, which broadecasts to our community.

The people at WWSH have made & commitment to serve our community,
and they do 80 admivably. 'We shaze the concern of many local
individuals and organisations that the ABC network's withdrawel from
the Sarasota area would be the death knell for WwEB's fine news
organization. Advertising dollars easily erated,b{ network
affiliatien would be seriously affected and probably lost. Witheut
revenye, the Wws “"Hemetown" news would fade away, and with it would
go a strong local slant on news affeoting our community, a loss not
easily replaced by a news team in another city. '

Where does this leave the community of Saragota and the
organigations like BSSC which sexrve it? It leaves us literally in the
dark, with few options except to hope that one of the Fort Meyexs or
Tampa stations will take pity on us and run a Sarasota spo;r or rqtéqt
Sarasota weather once in a while. Hopefully, they won't wait until
gome tragedy occurs to mention us; hopefully, they will cover ocur
community events (the REALLY big ones) and visit some of the
non-profit organisations serving Sarascta once or twice a year,

WWSB has been there for the Humane Society of Saraséta County for
23 years. Currently thoz are featuring our orphaned animals on the
news twice a month, and they promote and cover every fund-raising
effort wa make, HB8SC needs WWSE, and WWSB needs ARC, We urge you to
protect WwsB's affiliation with ABC. Thank you,

Sincerely,

E%Lan G:ciéwood

President, Board of Directors
Aumane §ociety of Barasota County

¢cs  Sam Antar, Esq.., Council for Capital Cities/aBC, Ine,

Donald P. Zeifang, BEsq.., Council for Soxipps Howard
Stan Crumley, President and General Manager, WWSB

2331 15th St. SARASQTA, FL 34237 ¢  (813)955-4131 &% FAX: (813)955-3715



TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY FLORIDA

INCORPORATED NOVEMIRR 14, 1056

A PETITION BY THE PEOPLE
OPF LONGBOAT KEY, FLORIDA

IN SUPPORT OF ‘CONTINUED ABG NETWORK AFFILIATION
FOR WWSB-TV, CHANNEL 40, SARASOTA-BRADENTON
[ IR MK BN B 2 NN BN AN NN B BN BN N AN L] * ‘¢

L B T B B I BN N ] * L I | 4 2«

For wmors than twenty yeaxs the citizens of Longbosy Key,
Plorida, loocated in both Manates and Sarasota Counties, have xelied
on talavision station WWSB and tha American Broadcasting Company to
provide a broad xangs pf televisien services, * ineluding nawe,
educationsl programning, critical weathar information in this
hurzricane wlﬁnrablo axea, entertainment and the covezags of woxld
"”m‘}x‘i'iu‘,""“’ aving significant importanee to she cipisent of this

. commun . '

The proposed elimination of the affilation of the American
Broadcasting Company with WWEB would seriously damags ou¥ community
iAlfe b r«uo:l.a! the public service ability of televialon statien
Wl Co bring local and regionsl programming to tha more than 8000
perpanent rvesideats of Longboat Kay snd the almost 12,000 addicional
por:gnn who .}ive or vipit this community {n the £all and winter
monthse.

Ay reduction of tslevision saxvice would ncriouali.;ftuac the '
public psafety and welfare of the residanta of Longboat } x vho rely
on WWSB for eritical hurricane, stora warnings and weathar
information. Thers can be no doubt that the loas of the affiliatien
with the Amcrican Broadcasting Company fystem will reduce the amount
of gubu.e eexvice WHBB will ba mble ta provide, thus puthing the
pis of this community at 2isk a dcpéivi -‘chem of the
elevision sexvice thay have received Lor moxe than two decedes. '

WE THR OUNDERSIGNED REJIDENTS OF IGNGSOAT XIY PETITION TRR
FADRRAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 7O INTRRVENE AND P IT TR
AMBRICAN BDROADCASTING COMPANY FROM TERMDRATING ITS APFILIAMON WITK
TRUEVISION STATION WNSB, SANASOTA, FLORIDA. '

NAME ADDRESS
MAYOR ROBERT J, FARBER, TOWN HALL, 501 Say‘Isies Road, Longboat Kny. FL 34228

h]

SIONER LEW GOTTHAINER, TOMM HALL, 501 BAY TSLES ROAD, LONDBOAT KEY, FL ‘34228

 DQBERT OROHLICH, TOMN WAL, 501 BAY 1S.64 ROAD, LONGAOAT KEY, FL 34228

LARTRRER tann e na JERE I L O

. 861 BAY ISLES ROAD, LONGROAT KEY, ML 34228 .

TOWN DAH‘"“ Al _GREEN UAN 1P 12 . SL ROAD, LONGBOA ’ F 24 4

L) | (MM ()] KA l_“ HA 1} 'J' i s "' N '.g'u A Y F




%&IM [ ] (m 49), mm, FLORIDA,
NAME ADDRESS |
GRIPF H, | AGER, 501 DAY ISLES ROAD, LONGBOAY KEY, FL 34228




November 14, 1994

Mr, Stn Antar, Bsq.

Counsel for Capital Citics/ABC, Inc,
77 W. 66 Street

New York, New York 10023

Dear Mr, Antar;

a Resolution mppordng and encouraging the continued network affliation of WWSB Channol
40, with the Americln Broadcasting Company (ABC).

The Resolution included that the City Auditor and Clerk would transmit a copy of the
parties,

Sarasota, Florida, which has bean served by WWSB, Channel 40, since 1971.

Sincerely,

%E Vo horeoim,

Billy B. Robinson
City Auditor and Clerk

Attachment

¢c:  Mr, Stan Crumley
Presidcnt and General Managet
WWSB, Channal 40

D N A TS -, shoav, d mMa" AL A A4 D

On Novembet 7, 1994, the City Commission of the City of Sarasota, Florida, adopted-

Resolution to the' Chalrman of the Federal Communications Conmlssmn and other Imrestpd '

To that purpose, please find attached a copy of Resolution No. 95R-778 of the City of ;.

e Office of ﬂn City Auddor and Clork - Post Ofﬁco Box 1058 - Sarasola, Florida 34230 ....__._...J
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Fight Lung Disease
With Christmnas Seals®

Karen L McDougall
Regionel Manager

2208 Canse Connt, #119
Sassoona, FL 34232
(813) 377.5064
1-000.771-3062

Pax: (813) 3714773

hen You Can't

sathe,
ithing Etse
wtars®

1dad in (904, the
riean Lung Association
des affitiated

siRtine Msurabane

- AMERICAN
NG

Ly
. -ASSOCIATION
November ¢, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commissfon
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DQ 20853

. Dear Sir:

On bahalf of the American Lung Assoclation of Gulfeoast Florida, [ wan. .
expreas our support of WWSB, Channel 40 remaining a locsl ABO aifiliat

WWEB, Channel 40 is a vital link in our community. As & non profit haalt
organization we fear the loss of the station's ABC afllistion would b
damaging to many of our program efforts. WWSB, has béen & reliable no;
bissed source of information on health topics and legislative Issues such a
the Florida Clean Indoor Alr Act. Most importantly viewers learn how thes
fssues affect our hometown. ' C

In addition, WWSPB, Channel 40 makes two projects poasible for us each
year, Project: On Stage and the Milllon Dollar Hole-In-One Shootout.
Project: On Stage is a contest for high schaol students, whery they create
and produce a 80-second public service announcement on g,lup.“vm:h
issue. WWSB, Channel 40 professionally produces and airs the winhing
spot. The station 18 also the media sponsor for our Millien Dollar Hole-In-
One Shootout, participating in the planning and providing the majority of
the publicity. With their belp we reised $20,000 last year, Neither one of
these important projacts would he possible withous the support of.the
station as it {s today. .

WWSB, Chanpel 40 is very important to our organization agpd our
community. We depend on their news coverage and support and would be

hurt by their loss of affiliation. Thank you in advance for your
consideration.

Sincerely,

Karen McDougall
Regional Manager

—
- - - - -



Habitat for Humanity Sarasota, Inc.

Bullding houses and building hope!

An sfifiate of Habitat For vy, ine.
ous, Gia

Copy,

October 21, 1994

Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 w. Strect. NW, 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Bundt:

News that qur Jocal ABC affiliate, WW8B-TV, Channel 40, is scheduled to lose
its relationship with the network, is shocking newa and just plain unacgeptable to
those of us who live and work here. In what appears to be a complicated power
play on the part of larger media coneerns, Sarasota and {ts citizens are certain to
come out the losers, I am appealing to you and the powers-that-de '‘at Capital -
Cities /ARG, Inc., to reconsider a misguided course.

Sarssota needs o healthy local television station and & heaithy station needs a
network affillation in order to survive and thrive., Viewers and ,,n{:o,ciﬁchg; are
the baneficiaries of & strong station. As surely you must know, a network affiliation
allows a station to be profitable and .effectively compete with othér area. media,: In
turn, that profitability allows our Channel 40 to cover many local stories, events and
issues that a Tampa or Port Myers station wouldn’t consider because of the
distances involved. Non-profit organizations in particular rely heavily on Channel
40's coverags and the station has always been very generous and ective.  The.
managemant is community-minded and their support is.invaluable and irreplaceable, -
Without & healthy local station, we cainot do our jobs effectively and many of the
d:gent‘ranehised,‘ represented by non-profit groups, will be the onés to pay the

On behalfl of Habitet for Humanity Sarasota, Inc., I.urgo you to look at the
larger picture and considear what is best for the citizens of Sarasota. Stripping
WWSB of a network affiliation will return us to being a step~child to the Tampa
market, and we deserve better than that. : :

Thank you for your coneideration of this most important issue.

ki Lindsay, Director
Moedia Relations



